'SOME SILENT VOICES.

- am aud her teoor, but Henri Dray-

A Little Gossip About Some of the
Eminent Song-Birds Who

CHARMED OUR CITIZENS LONG AGO.

The Visits of Parepa-Rosa, Christine Nilsson'
and the Pattis.

BOW WACHTEL ELECTRIFIED THE TOWN

TWEITTEN FOR THE DISFATCH.Y

Adsm would be an old map wow if be
were living. And being old, he wonld
never bave done telling us how much betier
the apples weare in his young days than any
apples that are raised now. The eyesof old
age become long-sighted, but the far-away
things they look upon are the things that
bave been,

I smaotold. Fuar otherwise. But there
is just frost enongh upon wy bead to set me
thivking very pleassotly of the time when
the weather was all summer sunshine, and
wihen never 4 raven crosked among all the
birds that sang to us,

How meny of these song-birds there were;

and bow the music they made echoss among
the notes of to-day, eausing mauy of them o
seem but feshle encugh twitterings! Some re-
cent events have calied up more than the
usunl number of recoliections comnected
with old-time musical experiences in Pitts-
burg, and a dispesition to gossip about them
has been provoked.
. An event of signal importance occurred
when old Masonic Hall was siifl the place
where Pittsburg's bestand choicest thronged
to bear music and oratory. Here, not so
very long after the war had cnded, cnme
Mndam Parepn to reveal to ue bow wuch
of heaven’s music 8 woman can carry in ber
thrnat, .

Only a litile blowing of trumpets herald-
ed her comieg. Bhke waeso fur nnknown
thnt many music-lovers debated among
themselves whether it would be worth
while to go and hear ber. That question
was pever nsked apnin. The first golden
notes she uitarad assured us  (hat one of the
world’s grestest singers had come among
us; and long belore the last note bad sound-
ed Pareps wasa Pittsburg favorite. And
that menot & grest desl. Not only were
the people her admirers; they were her
friends, For a more lovable, womanly
woman is rarely seen, ou the stage or off it,
thao was Parepa.

THEY LAUGHED WITH HER,

Not one in the andience appreciated more
keenly than she thie funny possibilitiesoiawk-
werdness created by her immense size. But
she sever was awkward, When [little Carl
Rosa, who was the violinist of the troupe,
ied her upon the stage in answer to & recall,
the nudience tried not to langh at the sbsurd
soectacle. But Pareos realized the ab-
rurdity as fully as aoy of them;and she sent
far down uwpon her diminutive escort such
s smile of good-natured appreciation that
everybody laugbed with her. Nobody ever
langhed nt ber.

Later, when she sang here in opera, the
same geuinl spirit of mppreciative humor
saved many & scene from the wreek of ridi-
cule. Nothing could be much funnier than
the attempt of Susannanh to personate the
Countesa in *“'The Marrisge of Figaro®,
when Parepa was Susannak sand eweet-
voleed little Rose Therses wasthe Countess.
But the ponderous msid appreciated the fun
8o richly that the sudience only enjoyed her
sppreciation o iL

he married her little escort of that first
evening, anfl was known thenceforth as
Madam Psrepa-Rosa. Theirs was s happy
married life, but it ended far too soon.
These many vears Parepa has been only s
memory. Bot who of us would exchange
that memory for wuch gold? There may
huve been singers who gave us better art,
bat has there besn one who gave us betier
music?

Not in Masonic Hall but in Library
Hsll, where the Bijou Theater now in, wan
Christine Nilsson heard in ber first Amer-
fean season. Those who were young then
will remember that first eoneert night when
they are old. The exquisite art, the bril-
iimnt execution, the melodious sweetness and
the preity audncilies of the splendid Swede
were pot things to forget. And when she
gave the mad scene from *““Hamlet,” which
was introduced as a coocert number, she
yroduced at leust one impression that wounld
not rendily depart. To see Ophelio raving
melodionsly in & gown of scarlet silk, and
tearing ber huir with snoh mwethodies! mad-
ness that not & dinmond in the multitude of
gems which crowned her was disturbed, was

ng to remember indeed. But it was
only sfterward that it sesmea incongruous.
Cliristine Nilsson could bave made stranger
things than that geem consistent and har-
monious while ber audience listened to her,

¥ILSSGN'S GREATEST TRIUMPH.

The climax of her triomph was when she
“ni' in prettily broken Eaoglish, ““The Old
Folks At Home." I{ Stephen C. Foster
had ever seen, with the bodily eve, the
Buwanpee river I doubt if he would bave
written that song; for the stream is not one
to get bomesick tor. But he did write the
balisd, and Pittsburg loved it sod was
proud ol it. And when this great singer
sady it with tender pathos she had ber an-
dienoe ut ber feet, and raised s glad commo-
tion of appluase which muost ve thrilled
even her heart with trivmphant pleasure.

In Iater years, while crossing the North-
ern part of Floride, 1 happened in & railroad
ear in which all the r:her PABSEnRErs Were
members of & minstrel troupe, ing from
Tallnhassce to J;ckmnrillr ’:l-thi train
erept upon the bridge ncross the Suwannee
river every one of those men, by & common
juipulse, begus to sing; and the song they
sang was “The Old Folks At Home." They
sang it perfectly, and 1, listening then to
the song io the place Foster had written
aboet, thought of that other time when I
haed heard it suog in the place where Foster
bad written it.  Aod to this day T am not
quite sure bot I liked the minstrel rendering
the better!

Acuie Louise Cary, if memory is not in
fuuit, was hesrd here for the firdt time with
Nilsson; and the singer from Maine fairly
divided the honors with the sioger from
Bweden. Her trinmphs were geanine apd
wellwon, ls there any contralte like her
to-day?

A PITTSEURG FAVORITE,

Long before anv of these singers were
beard in Pittsborg, Caroline Richings was
an established favorite here.  English opera
owes o ber & debt which should insure &
monnment o ber mewmory; perpetuating,
mot the pitifol tragedy of ber death, but the
really poble schievements of ber li%e. No
mosument is seeded, however, to recall to
members of this generation the delights

by the “Richings’ Quartet”
Caroline Richings, Mrs. Seguin, Castle and
li—those are names to conjure with,
even now. Nobody who heard them ju the
old days, forgets how delightiully they gave
TN " and “Maritava,” and “Fra
*- and “The Bohemian Girl."”
daughter of Peter Rich-

1

inge was bereftof the so of ber old al-
lee. Mrs Beguin, e and Campbell
went over to Parepa

baritone, appeared

brillisvey afid sweetness, capable of higher
notes than any other singer; with a per-
fection of execution almost unrivalled, and
with the best of artistic methods, it needed
ouly that she should be freed from her lame-
Dess to bepome at least the dangerousn

of her sister. But Carlotta wus lagie to
such & degree that it was painful fo see her
move across the stage. Bo Adelina reigned
as queen, and holds the scepter still

But Carlotta would be s gueen, too,
shie refused to sing in an English provineial
town where she had been annousced as 'the
sister of the great Adelins Patti.” She felt
nerself to be the great Carlotta Patti, who
would have made the family name im-
mortal if the more fortunate sister had never
been heard of,

Asto Adelina Patti, she belongs to the
present as much as 1o the and is not a
sabject for reminiscence; although I remem-
ber the time of her first sppearance in New
York, and more years have come und gooe
since then than she would care to counnt, L
suspect, And atter her appesrasce the
critics soolded her for taking liberties with
her musie, and gave ber much good advice,
which itisto be hoped she profited by. Then,as
now, the pusi wus better than the present;
and Malibran and Grisi and msny more
were casting their shadows upon Adelins
Patti.

Does soybody mow remember Brignoli?
Surely no swelter tenor than he ever thrilled
the smoky air of Pittsburg. In listening to
him ope almost forgot that there was suy
other kind of melody than the melody of
his delicious voice. He sang "0 Summer
Night,” and a winter night seemed impossi-
bie. He sang *“Good-by, Bweetheart!
Good-by,” and who could remember that
the singer had & wife who was nome too
happy? He lost his good looks; he became
fut and was not pleasant to look upon; bat
still his voice maintained its =pell, and he

people almost a8 of cld. Hut not
for long. He became less and less of a real-
ity, and then less and less of s memory; and
now there is & whole generation of concert-
hmi who kuow mnothing whatever about

m.

And Theodore Hableman, He was another
tenor who made Pittsburg captive in da
pone by. He was handsome enough to make
an evening fairly satisfactory il be bad but
stood upon the stage without opening his
mouth. But it was no part of his business
to keep his mouth closed. He could siog in
the most ravishing maoner, and he could
not well, beside. Bo, with his handsome
face and figure, his delightful voice and his
dramsatic ability, he was very near to beink
the ideal operatic tenor. To see and hear
him in “Fra Diavolo™ was

SOMETHING TO REMEMBER.

But it was in “La Dame Blanche” that
Piital seamed to like him be-
canse in that he sang “Robin Adair,” Ooe
felt, in hearing that song, that nobody eise
ought ever to try to sing it. And it may be
doubted if anybody else ever did sing it
quite so perfectly as Hableman sang it.

Tnen there was that man with s skyrocket
in his throat—W man who seemed
to have no top at all to his voice. He came
here heralded the New York papers as
"‘the steamwhistle of the gods,” and be took
the town by storm the first night. He ap-
peared here first in “Il Trovatore,”” and be-
tore the audience had caught a glimpse of
him be had electrified e body in the
ih:-l;:d ‘In :lho;l -gitamdhhilu the scenea he

ar a e clear, piercin

pots which soamed o bave wi iqmﬁ
soared. No mmmﬁ ad
Leonora in that way and from such & height,
The sudiesce esught its bresth and broke
into tumultuous applause; and the tunefuol
ex-conchman had achieved succeas before his
bearers had looked upon bim.

Baut it waz not as Manrico that be created
most enthusinam, It was as the Postillion
of Lonjumeau, eracking bis whip in m.racu-
lous fashion in perfect time with the rollick-
ing, dashing relrain be sang. That was a
mingling of melody and mechanical skill
which eaptivated evervbody.

A man who bad been crowned king over
all these, but whose crown had long since
been jostled off by cruel time, came here in
the vain hope of regaining something of his
former kingly state, B in fortune by
some unmerciful dissster, the great Mario
came forth from the seclusion where he had
dwelt among spleadid wemories, and des-

Iy strove to win some provision for
inlast yeurs. In his prime wealth had
come st his faintest call, and it was bard if
be mast now call in vain for bread. Bathe
heard no echo of the former plaudits from
the sudiences he tried o sing for. It was
beyond measure pitiful to hear the poor old
mun striving in vain with eracked voice to
make people realize that Mario, one of the
greatest tenors of the world, was sinping for
them. It is not & pleasant recollection.

Per after Pittsburg bas ned
more enjoyment, taking one vear with an-
other, from the musical talent at home
within its borders than from the oceasional
visits of world-fumous singers. Music is st
bome here, and -spprecintion of it is the
nm-:ul Il::f of mind. ant it was only with
professio gingers that this Pro-
posed to deal. Jaues C. mr.

The Oid Reiinble

Citizen—How popular this Banner Bak
hBPowdu hus become. It raises old Ned
ncle SBam—Yes, it raises cakes better,
A DELIGHTFUL CHRISTMAS CAKE,
Hickory Nut Cake.
Oune cup of butter, two caps of supar, one
cup of sweot milk, three eggs (whites and

sead er, ad
of flour having in it one and a
ures “Banver”’ Baking Powder; bake one
and & guarter hours in a tolerably slow oven,
This eake will keep for months

The Bsnner “*Recipe Book in replete with
walunble household information for bakiog
tea biscuit, rolls, muffins, and all kinds or
taney cakes; instruetions for roasti

.

How Uncle Sam Seads the Idle Red

GERERAL GARDNER'S AMBITION.

—_—
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THARKSGIVING DAY ON THE AGERCX

[CORRESPONDRNCE OF THE DISFATCH.]
Reprock, Orae Acexcy, L T, Novem-
ber 27.—General Gardner, specisl . sgent,
and D, M, Wood, the new agemt for the
Poncs, Pawnee, Otae and Tonkawa tribesof
Tndians,passed through Otac ea route to the
Pawnee agency, with §21,500 in hard money
and sorip, with which to pay ihe Pawnees
their annuity money. The train was quite
imposing, with the Indian policemen, shree
abresst, riding abead to clear the road of
lurking banditti. If they had only had
camels instead of the independent Govern-
ment mules, and horses of Pharaoh's lean
kind, we might have thought we werein
Egypt, when Jacob and his family made a
final visit to Joseph. One of the horses
dropped dead on the journey. The poor
thing died in the harpess, either from over-
driving or exhaustion caused by ill usage on
previous occssions. But it was in good
hands when it passed awsy to its haven of
rest, and the matter can be easily “fixed up"
with Uncle SBam, whereas, if a subordinste
had been so unfortunate an investigation
would have been necessary. General Heath,

an ex-rebel general, who was an ins
frie, 27 s T 12

a
- ﬁa nu';vad»“fehmtn

of-the tountry. s w
report &s quickly as ble at two certain
points, l;a e but borseflesh and
Government money paid the penalty.

General Gardoer is only a special agent
now, but wants his old place ss inspector.
He will have that or nﬂhinf. hesays. H
is the best inspector in the Indian serviee.
He is rather and uncouth in his man-
ner, but frank, bonest and outspoken. He
is no respecter of persons; dealing out justice
w t regard to party, iriends or any in-
fluence Lhev may possess. Not so with some
sympathetic ears
for ull the ladies' troubles nnd and
who will allow ves to be bu Jed
by them, magully trivial affairs into moun=
tains, give verdict accordiagly, thereby
causing great disturbance sometimes.
One of these nice, pliable inspectors
who agrees with you in ev ing, then
agrees with ‘iour adversary in same man-
ner; one of these “yves, {e” men in speaking
of the qualifications of an Indian school su-
perintendent said: *“Shouldn’t be bave a
o e s A e

® ut scooms ¥ -
There ia :i'::b a thing as

EIGHTEOUS INDIGXATION,

A corps of disinterested, laxy employes
will oot improve the sweet, n::?nhh dispo-
sitton of sn in zealous, energetic
saperintendent. He will ocessionally dis-
play the indignation of & Moses.
there is one place above another to try
wea's souls, and women's, too, it is
to be in an Indian school and be interested
and see such a neglect and shirking of work
by somie of the employes. The Eunrlin of

but a

the Indian children very often ro
in the baucket with the control-
Jing of the employes. But this is only the

case where there is a lack of interest and
real love for the elevation of this people.

The Pawnees have $376,000 for the sale of
their lands in Nebrasks invested in United
States bonds and in other securities, on
which they receive snnually B per cent in-
fotercet, brsides BI0.000 approvisted by

o8 & ¥

Congress. The tribe is decreasing fast. :I
1885 there were 1,380; to-day they mtmber
but 762, At this rate, nanless soon be-
come civilized sufficiens to take ir lands
in severalty and attend to the disbursement
of their own money, the conscience fund in
the United States Treasury will be largely
inereased.

The $21,500 they received will be equally
divided, the es receiving as much as
their fathers and mothers. The trains of
Pawnce wagons en route to Arkansas Oity
will join the inpumersble earavans of dis-

boomers, and the road will be ::::

dusty and the school children’s n
to see the sizhts as they pass,
equal to a circns slmost. The trader's
store will reap some of the harvests of the

§21,500, but greater of it will be
deposited with the City menr
chants, who will be secommodating

very
with “John" and his dusky wife and bables.
They will come home satursied with per-
fume, loaded down with silk handkerchiels
and cheap trinkets, smuggled firewsater in-
ternally and externnlly, sold to them by de-
signing, mean white men. This is the way
they tpe.:'ad their money. It is “come easy,

easy.
‘.The Otoe Indian children are now etudy-
ing the “'Child’s Health Primer,” an excel-
leps little book just suitable for their minds,
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We had a lesson a few dava bout the
nerves, and the effect of alechol and tobacco
upon them.

LITTLE INDIAN TOPERS,

At the close of the recitation the guestion
was ssked how many in the room had tasted
whisky or aleohol? Beveateen boys and five

raised their hands. “How many have

drook?”” was asked. Five boys raised
their hands. The question seemed to weigh
upon their minds, for as I passed through
the dining room several hours later one of
the large girls called t6 me snd told me very
confidentislly that little Katie Carson was
drunk the same time John De Roin was,
The children are not to blame. It is given
to them by their parents, and their parents
are not wholly to blame, it is sold to them in
a prohibition town by mean white men. The
root of the trouble lies at the door of this
civilization we are offering to them. We
must educate them to be strong encuch to
resist the evil. We cannot keep our loved
ones or those in whom we are interested free
from the evil that is in the world, Tiis
bere, and, overcome, works in us and for us

Thanksgiving Day is slmost over. The
gray light that still lingers on the horizon
es visible the few lonely Indian ves
on the hillside. Just one iz marked by a
simple marble slab that bears his name, ace
snd an appro verse of It
was bought with the last snnuity money
due him, came bis emancipitéd form
was lsid away in the grave. One year ago
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